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The Whistler Steep Skiing Clinic

Extreme skiing is an overused word and an attitude of extremism does not lend itself to long term survival in the mountains. Skiing steep and difficult descents is fun and can obviously enhance a ski trip tremendously. This trip is designed to help you determine what steep slope or gully might be skiable at a certain time. Such endeavors demand a great deal of tour or descent planning, which also entails basic snow climbing skills. The topography of the Black Comb area is perfect for such a topic, and the heavy glaciation of the region provides the alpine background that should make this a memorable course.
Duration:



Four days
Cost includes:
Guide fees, accommodations, lift tickets.

Not included:
Personal equipment, food, ski gear, transportation to and from Whistler.

Location:
Near backcountry of Blackcomb and Whistler B.C.

Guides:
Martin Volken, Marge Wheeler, Ben Haskell.

Objective:
Learning how to ski and assess steep and challenging terrain in the alpine backcountry safely.
Ratio:




4:1 and 8:2
Requirements:



Expert alpine skier, very good physical condition

Rental:
Please inquire at Pro Ski Service regarding rental. Many of the required items ( skis, boots, skins, transceiver, harness, crampons, ice axe, etc.) can be rented from us at a very reasonable rate.
Payment:



Full payment is required 40 days prior to the trip 





date. Make checks payable to: 909 NE 6th street, 





North Bend, WA 98045.

Cancellation:



Full refund until 60 days prior to the trip date. 50% 





refund until 40 days prior to the trip date. No 





refunds after that.

Driving directions to our lodge in Whistler:

Drive Hwy 99 to Whistler village. At the second major intersection (Lorimer Rd.), turn left. Then take the first left (St. Andrews Way). Continue on through four way stop. The house is at bottom of hill, on the corner of St.Andrews and Wedge Lane. 

The Wedgewood Inn 


6460 St. Andrews Way

Whistler, B.C.

604-938-9358

Day one:
We will meet in front of the Longhorn Saloon at 8 am that morning and take the lifts up to the top of the Blackcomb ski area. We will tour up to the Spearhead Peak area and get a first impression of the snow stability. The particular area offers many descents of varying degree of difficulty. This will give us plenty of opportunity to discuss descent or tour planning, downhill techniques, snow conditions etc. We will debrief the day over coffee once back in the village and plan for the next day.

Day two:
This day will start with another ride to the top of the Blackcomb area. We will then tour to the Decker Mountain area and spend a good part of the day here. Transceiver search will get covered.  In order to get ample skiing in we might take advantage of the lifts during the second half of the day. 

Day three:
Given the conditions we will spend time in the Whistler area. We will take the first ride up and tour out towards the Fissile. This mountain alone holds enough steep skiing to keep us occupied for several days. 

Day four: 
While skiing classics like DOA, Disease Ridge and Husume Couloir we will cover basics on snow anchors, piton craft, rappelling on skis, rappel assisted side slipping.
You can expect to be back in the Seattle area late in the evening of the fourth day. Please refer to the Course Curriculum for a more detailed description of the days’ activities. 
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