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Advanced Navigation Course

Navigating in the mountains is one of the most important skills a climber, mountaineer, back country skier or hiker can acquire. There is a surprising amount to learn and it is always impressive how much more safe and confident these skills will make anyone in the mountains.

The course consists of an evening lecture in North Bend (WA) and a subsequent ski tour that will be conducted in the dark.  

Duration:




One evening lecture and one night tour.

Cost does not cover: 
Personal equipment, food and transportation to and from locations. 

Locations:
Evening lecture in North Bend, tour in the Alpental back country.

Guide:
Martin Volken, Ben Haskell, Marge Wheeler
Objective:
To increase clients’ navigation ability during an evening lecture and a subsequent ski tour in the night. 

Client to guide ratio:
4:1 or 8:2
Personal requirements:
Advanced skiing ability and good physical condition.

Equipment Requirements: 

See Equipment List

Deposit and Payment:                      
A 20% deposit will hold your spot. Full payment is due 20 days prior to departure of the trip. 

Cancellation:
Full refund until 30 days prior to trip date and 50% until 20 days prior to trip date. No refund after the 20 day cutoff. Cancellations occurring after the refund period will void value of payment made unless the vacated space can be filled.

Driving directions to the evening lecture in North Bend from the Seattle area:

Take Interstate 90 East to Exit 27. Go left at the Stop sign and follow North Bend Way about 3 miles into downtown North Bend. Go through “the” traffic light. The store is located about 50 yards after the light on the left hand side.  
Driving directions to Alpental for the night tour from the Seattle area:

Drive Interstate 90 East to Snoqualmie Pass and take the West Summit Exit. Go left at the Stop sign and follow the Alpental Road to the uppermost Parking Lot. 

Evening lecture:
During this three hour evening class, we will review the “anatomy of a map”, explain tour planning and time calculations, compass use as well as elementary GPS use. 
Night tour:
During this tour in the Alpental backcountry we will apply all the things we learned in the evening lecture. This tour will obviously only be conducted in safe snow conditions. It is an amazing experience.  Treat yourself to this.
Please refer to the Course Curriculum for a more detailed outline of the lesson plans and the “Night tour”.
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