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The Alps Trilogy:
Matterhorn, Eiger, Mont Blanc
Detail Program
You cannot get around it:  these peaks are famous for a good reason, and they epitomize classic high alpine mountaineering. So much has been written about these peaks, so many people have climbed them…and yet the allure remains. When you arrive in Zermatt, Grindelwald and Chamonix, you will know why.  We will climb these peaks via the classic routes, but depending on conditions and client skills other routes are feasible.  It must be said that this ten day program is ambitious and will provide you with a large amount of “mountain time”.  Excellent physical condition and prior acclimatization are large contributors to the full success of the week.  

Duration:



Ten days
Included in the cost:


Guide fees, lift ride, hut meals and lodging, all 





technical gear, and rescue insurance.  
Cost does not cover: 


personal equipment, lunches, 
transport to and from 





Zermatt, and hotel accommodations for the last 





night in Chamonix. 




Location:



Zermatt and Grindelwald, Switzerland; Chamonix, 





France.
Guide:




Martin Volken, Rinaldo Borra, Marge Wheeler.
Objective:
Completion of classic alpine routes in Switzerland and France. 

Ratio:




1 client per guide (2 to 1 on Mont Blanc).

Requirements:
Prior mountaineering experience and excellent physical condition.

Equipment Requirements:

Please see attachment.

Deposit and payment:
A 20% deposit will hold your spot. Full payment is due at the latest 20 days prior to departure of the trip. 

Cancellation Policy:
Full refund until 30 days prior to trip date and 50% until 20 days prior to trip date. No refund after the 20 day cutoff. Cancellations occurring after the refund period will void value of payment made unless the vacated space can be filled.
Please see below for the trip day-to-day itinerary.  
Day 1  

We will meet in Grindelwald at 8 a.m. in front of the Train station. We will take the train up to the Jungfraujoch and climb the Monch (4,000 meters). This ascent is quite basic, but serves as an excellent acclimatization climb in a spectacular environment. After the climb we return back to Grindelwald for a good night of sleep. 
Day 2

We will take the same train up to the Eismeer Station and go for one of the most spectacular hut approaches in the Swiss Alps. The Mittelegihut is situated on the West Ridge of the Eiger. Wild….you will know what we mean when you see it. 

Day 3
Predawn start. The exposure is very much present all day. The climbing is never really hard, but it will get your attention. The entire traverse of the Eiger (3,960 meters) will take about 7 hours and we will end up at the Jungfraujochstation. A good night of sleep in Grindelwald will get us ready for the Matterhorn section. 

Day 4
This is a transfer day. We will travel to the southern crest of the Alps and enjoy Zermatt for the rest of the day.

Day 5

After a mellow start, we hike up to the Matterhorn hut and then go check out the route entrance. 
Day6
This is summit day of the Matterhorn (4,478 meters). Enough said. We’ll return back to Zermatt and spend the night there one more time.
Day 7
We will drive to Chamonix via the beautiful Col de la Forclaz and get settled in Chamonix.
Day 8

The approach to the Tete Rousse hut should not take that long. That is ok, because the Mont Blanc summit day is plenty big .

Day 9

Fully acclimatized, we will climb Mont Blanc (4,807 meters), the highest peak in the Alps climbing the Grand Couloir to the Dome de Gouttet and the Valot Hut. From there the summit is in good striking distance.  This day is not as technical or exposed as the other peaks, but the bulk of the mountain makes for a physical day. We should be back in Chamonix in the late afternoon and there should be enough time for a beer (or two).
Day 10

Rest, weather and or extra day.

Please be aware that this itinerary might have to get changed around due to weather and general climbing conditions.
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