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Ski Mountaineering Course in Whistler

This course is aimed at the back-country skier who already has some ski touring experience and is looking for experience in the ski mountaineering arena. Our work area will be the glaciated back country of the Black Comb ski area. 

Duration:



Four days
Cost includes:
Guide fees, and lift tickets.

Not included:
Personal equipment, food, ski gear, transportation to and from Whistler.

Location:
Near backcountry of Whistler B.C.

Guides:
Martin Volken, Marge Wheeler, Ben Haskell, Forest Mc Brian or tbd. 

Objective:
To learn how to move safely in the high alpine, glaciated back country in the winter on skis.

Ratio:
Three clients per guide and six clients and two guides maximum.
Requirements:



Very good physical fitness, very good skier. 
Rental:
Please inquire at Pro Ski Service regarding rental. Many of the required items (skis, boots, skins, transceiver, harness, crampons, ice axe, etc.) can be rented from us at a very reasonable rate.
Payment:



Full payment is required 40 days prior to the trip 





date. Make checks payable to: 909 NE 6th street, 





North Bend, WA 98045.

Cancellation:



Full refund until 60 days prior to the trip date. 50% 





refund until 40 days prior to the trip date. No 





refunds after that.

Day one:
We will meet at the base of the Blackcomb ski area (in front of the Longhorn Saloon) at 8am. We will ride the lifts to the top and start touring out into the Spearhead Peak area. We will work on reviewing transceiver searches and get ourselves comfortable with the current snow conditions. The summit area of Spearhead Peak should allow for some rope 
work. 

Day two:
We will go back to the same area and concentrate on glacier travel and everything this entails. Crevasse fall prevention, rescue, roped skiing up-and downhill and snow anchors. 

Day three:
We will stay away from glaciers and concentrate more on the transitions between skiing and mountaineering. Basic snow climbing, roped travel, short roping, anchor and rappelling techniques in mixed terrain. 

Day four: 
We will try creating a tour that will let us apply all the previously covered material. Last but not least we will work on map work and navigation. 

You can expect to be back in the Seattle area late in the evening of the fourth day. Please refer to the Course Curriculum for a more detailed description of the days’ activities. 
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