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 Mount Baker North Ridge

The North Ridge of Mount Baker is most likely the classic snow and ice route in the North Cascades. It is considered on of the 50 classic routes of North America and once you have done it, you will know why. The climber gets to roam around in the crevasses in the pre-dawn hours (very cool), ascend  a couple thousand feet of moderate ice and gets to climb genuine 70 to 80 degree ice in a most spectacular setting.

This is definitively an excellent route not to be missed.

Duration:



3 days 

Cost includes:
Technical group gear, stoves, fuel, pots, tents and guide fees. 

Not includes in cost:
Transport to and from road head, personal equipment, food.

Location:
North side of Mount Baker in the North Cascades.

Guides:



Martin Volken; Marge Wheeler, Ben Haskell.

Objective:
Safe completion of the classic Mount Baker North Face.

Client requirements:
Excellent physical fitness and prior mountaineering experience required.

Personal equipment:


Please see attached equipment list.

Deposit and Payment:
A 20% deposit will hold your spot. Full payment is due 20 days prior to departure of the trip. 

Cancellation Policy:
Please refer to our payment and cancellation policy at: http://www.proguiding.com/media/payment.pdf
Driving directions to the Glacier Ranger Station:

Take Interstate 5 North to Hwy 542 in Bellingham and go east to the town of Glacier. Driving time is about 3 hours from Seattle. The ranger station is located about 0.5 miles east of town on the right hand side. 

Day one: 
From the ranger station we will commute together to the end of the road at 3600 feet. A two to three hour hike will bring us to the spectacular camp on  Heliotrope Ridge at right around 7000 feet.

Day two:
It’s definitively a pre-dawn start. It takes about 2 hours to make it across the Coleman Glacier. Depending on the condition of the glacier, this can be very easy or quite adventurous. From the base of the route at around 8000 feet, we start ascending the “access slopes”, then the crux ice pitches and the summit ice cap to the top at 10’781 feet. 

The way off the mountain is quite easy and we should be back in camp in the middle of the afternoon. The work is done and we can enjoy a beautiful evening from camp. Views include our route, the Puget Sound, and the sprawling night lights of Vancouver.  

Day three:
After a leasurly breakfast we pack up camp, descend down to the Lower Camps and ice climb a couple hours on our way out. 

Depending on weather conditions we might also switch the order of day two and three. 

No doubt, this route can be done in two days. Generally the second day turns out to be very long and strenuous that way. Expect to be back in Seattle later in the evening if you choose the two day version.

Please contact us directly for private guiding rates if you are interested in doing the climb in just two days. 
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